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HOUSING:  CREATING AN AFFORDABLE AND INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY 
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 Public and Federally Assisted Housing:  “Where will Public Housing 

Residents Call Home?” 
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HOUSING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE HOMELESS AND INDIGENT POPULATION, 
FOLLOWING HURRICANE KATRINA 
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COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS: THE FRONT LINE OF DISASTER RESPONSE 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
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A.   Hurricane Protection and the Coastal Zone 
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C.��� The Urban Environment�
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CREATING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND ECONOMIC STIMULI 
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2. Job Training 
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4.  Land Use and Redevelopment 
 
0����
������
�����
��
�
������
���
�!�������������� �������!������!��������!���������

	
�����������	�#�����������
���
����������'����	5
�� �������

��������
��������
�
�����

��������
��
�
���������������������
�!������������ ����������
��������	�#����������

����(�
������������>����������	������
�������������������� �����������������������'��
�
B. Recommendations 
 

1. Resolve immediate housing issues, and coordinate economic and 
sustainable housing planning to benefit all residents�

 
2. Focus on targeted, sustainable infrastructure improvements that 

bolster productivity��
�

3. Continue to press for immediate grants / low-cost loans for small 
businesses�

�
4. Give local businesses and workers preference in reconstruction efforts���
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�
5. Encourage local expertise in disaster recovery and sustainable 

building strategies���
�

�
6. Seek clarification from the federal government with respect to a 

federal financial commitment�
�
�

7. Develop a research-based strategy and oversight mechanisms for the 
creation of a robust, sustainable economy that provides opportunities 
for all residents   

 
�



� �< �

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION & POLITICAL COMMUNITY IN NEW ORLEANS: 
A PRAGMATIC WAY FORWARD 
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PRESERVING MINORITY VOTING RIGHTS POST-KATRINA 

 
3�"��8�
��������� �5$!����
��
���$��������
�
!
���
�����&
!
�
���
0'*'�&�������������=���
�� 9�
�
� Introduction�
2�	�����	���

���������
�����������2���
�����8���
� ��������
����!��
����
�������
�����
�����
���������������������	�
�����
���������!
���� ���!�
�����
�
�������������
�
)����
������
����
�

�����
������������
����������S��2�	�
��	��� �����
�	
���������

��
�����6����
����

���������-������������������
������
�������������
 �������!��������
���
��������
�����
��'��
�����!��(�	����
������	
���2���
�����8���
����
 ��� ���!������
���
���!������
�������
���
�����	�#������(�	�����$��
����$���
���������������<M �������������������58���
���
�������
�����
�	�����
���$��
����$���
����������
�� ��
�
��������������������>��
����������
���������
���
������
�
��������S�
��
�
 States Impacted by Hurricane Katrina Could Choose to Postpone Elections 

Until Voters have Resettled in the Region�
�
�
 Cities and States Impacted by Hurricane Katrina Need to Adopt and Revise 

Election Laws to Facilitate the Absentee Voting Process for Displaced 
Residents by Relaxing Voter Identification Requirements�

�
�

 Protective Measures Should Remain in Place for Voters Unless Voters 
Express a Clear Intent to Establish Permanent Residency Elsewhere 

�
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 Centralized Negotiation/Arbitration as a Tool for Resolving Insurance 

Compensation Disputes 
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DISABILITY AND AGING SPECIFIC ISSUES 
FOR REBUILDING NEW ORLEANS 
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Wrestling with Race and Class in Post-Katrina New Orleans 
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After seeing who escaped the flood and who remained behind, it’s impossible to ignore the 
shocking breadth of the gap between rich and poor. It’s as if we don’t even see poor people in 
this country anymore, as if we don’t even try to imagine what their lives are like…To be poor in 
America was to be invisible, but not after this week. 

              Eugene Robinson, No Longer Invisible, The Washington Post, September 9, 2005. 
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Why were so many White Americans shocked to see the reality 
 of New Orleans? I believe that, in large part, the message put 
 out by the "New Republicans" - that a colorblind approach to  
public policy is moral and just - is powerful because so many  
White people want to hear and believe it, not because it can't  
be easily refuted. Until those of us who benefit from White 
 privilege have to confront the consequences of that privilege, 
 it is possible for us to believe the White supremacist line that  
people of color are victims of their own moral failings, not of  
government and private policies…Hurricane Katrina has opened 
 the door for White people to have a more vivid understanding of 
structural racism. For Black people, it was an entirely different 
experience. An intellectual analysis doesn't touch the anguish, anger, and 
demoralization that African Americans have experienced during this 
travesty. 5 
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We see in the tragedy of Hurricane Katrina, Hurricane Rita  
and the aftermath a unique opportunity to shape the conversation  
and dialogue about rebuilding of New Orleans and the Gulf Coast 
region with the goals of environmental and economic justice for 
everyone.7 
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